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Global 
Total cases – 10,199,798 
Total deaths – 502,947 
 
United States 
Total cases – 2,564,163 
Total deaths – 125,928 
Total # tests – 30,988,013 
 
At least 14 states have paused or rolled back their reopening plans as the United States sees a surge in 
coronavirus cases across the country. Thirty-six states are reporting an increase in cases, with only two 
states seeing cases decline. 
 
Administration 

• HHS secured more than 500,000 treatment courses of Remdesivir for American hospitals 

through September, according to emailed statement from agency. 

o This represents 100% of Gilead’s projected production for July, 90% of 

production in August, 90% of production in September 

o Hospitals will pay no more than approximately $3,200 per treatment course 

o “Generally, patients do not pay directly for hospital-administered drugs like 

remdesivir; rather, for Medicare and most private insurers, the drug’s cost is 

incorporated into payments made by the insurer, such as Medicare paying for the 

drug through a diagnostic-related group” 

• The Trump administration is highlighting an apparent disconnect between surging 

Covid-19 cases and falling mortality as proof that the pandemic is under control. 

“Fatalities are declining all across the country,” Vice President Mike Pence said at a 

Coronavirus Task Force briefing Friday. He called the rise in cases in people under 35 

“very encouraging news,” saying they aren’t as likely to die from Covid-19. However, 

the mismatch seems to be more an anomaly caused by quirks in how deaths data is 

collected and reported than a sign that the virus is becoming less lethal or easier to treat. 

• The IRS initiated 71% fewer corporate audits this spring compared with the same time 

period a year ago as the coronavirus pandemic halted many agency operations. 

o The Internal Revenue Service began 718 corporate audits from April 1 to June 1 

this year, compared with 2,445 in 2019, according to a National Taxpayer 
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Advocate report released Monday. The number of partnership audits fell 79% and 

individual examinations dropped 65%, the report said. 

o The reduction is a result of an IRS decision to delay starting many new audits 

between April 1 and July 15, unless the statute of limitations would run out and 

keep the agency from pursuing a case later. The IRS continued to work on 

existing audits remotely “where possible,” but significant delays were caused by 

phone line closures and closed IRS offices where mail went unopened, according 

to the report. 

• Vice President Mike Pence delayed campaign events scheduled for Arizona and 

Florida as coronavirus cases jump in those states, said a senior Trump campaign official. 

Pence, the leader of the White House coronavirus task force, still plans to travel to both 

states to meet with governors and health care officials, a White House official said 

• The Transportation Security Administration says it’s going to great lengths to make 

its screening process safer during the coronavirus pandemic. It’s spacing flyers apart in 

queues, reducing the number of “touch points” at the start of screening, putting up plastic 

barriers at bag-drop points, wiping down bins, and requiring screeners to wear masks.  

• When applicants and visitors return to the newly reopened U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection Trusted Traveler enrollment centers beginning July 6, they’ll have to wear a 

mask, the agency announced in a press release Friday. Applicants who applied online and 

were conditionally approved can schedule an appointment for their Global Entry, 

SENTRI and U.S.-Mexico FAST to complete in-person interviews at most Trusted 

Traveler Programs enrollment centers in the United States. NEXUS and U.S.-Canada 

FAST interviews at U.S. and Canadian enrollment centers will not restart until August 10 

at the soonest, CBP said in a release, 

• Vice President Mike Pence and U.S. airline executives last Friday discussed how the 

carriers can safely revive business as the country reopens, the White House said in a 

readout of the meeting. 

o “Airline executives discussed their overall business outlook,” the White House 

said without elaborating, adding that there was also discussion on “the best path 

forward for allowing Americans to safely travel internationally again.”  

o Pence also talked about the crucial role the industry plays in the U.S. economic 

recovery, and other participants talked about travel restrictions, contact tracing, 

temperature checks, and face coverings for travelers.  

• Dr. Anthony Fauci, a member of the White House Coronavirus Task Force, appealed for 

the public to do more to help stop the spread of virus as the panel held its first briefing in 

almost two months. 

https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/national-media-release/cbp-begin-reopening-trusted-traveler-programs-enrollment-centers
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o Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, said 

government health officials have issued guidance to follow but often “the 

citizenry did not feel” they wanted to do that. 

o “You have an individual responsibility to yourself but you have a societal 

responsibility, because if we want to end this outbreak, we’ve got to realize that 

we are part of the process,” Fauci said. 

• The U.S. Coronavirus Task Force is focused on 16 states where new cases are rising, 

Vice President Mike Pence said in Washington, with the remaining states “reopening 

safely and responsibly and seeing low and steady cases and not seeing a rise.” 

o “We believe we’ve made progress but as we are reminded as we see cases rising 

across the South, that we still have work to do,” Pence said. The vice president 

said he will travel to Texas, Arizona and Florida, where cases are spiking. 

o Pence also noted about half the new cases are in Americans under the age of 35. 

“We know so far in this pandemic, that younger Americans are less susceptible to 

the serious outcomes of this virus,” he said. 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci says he would "settle" for a Covid-19 vaccine that's 70% to 75% 

effective, but that this incomplete protection, coupled with the fact that many Americans 

say they won't get a coronavirus vaccine, makes it "unlikely" that the US will achieve 

sufficient levels of immunity to quell the outbreak. 

o With government support, three coronavirus vaccines are expected to be studied 

in large-scale clinical trials in the next three months. 

o "The best we've ever done is measles, which is 97 to 98% effective," said Fauci, 

the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. "That 

would be wonderful if we get there. I don't think we will. I would settle for (a) 70, 

75% effective vaccine." 

• US Vice President Mike Pence has encouraged young Americans to get a coronavirus 

test if they have concerns. 

o During his briefing with Texas Gov. Greg Abbott on Sunday, Pence discussed 

how they can “accelerate results of testing.” He said he would take the feedback 

to the White House Coronavirus Task Force and the administration’s private 

partners. 

• Dr. Deborah Birx, the White House Coronavirus Task Force coordinator, told 

reporters that Texas health officials are seeing an increase in hospitalization rates among 

20- to 40-year-olds, which she said indicated there is a large percentage in this age group 

who are positive but were asymptomatic. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCJH81DWLU7C
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o Pence also encouraged Americans to wear masks, but again deferred to local 

ordinances for mask requirements. 

o White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator Dr. Deborah Birx said 

Sunday there is “scientific evidence that masks both keep you from infecting 

others but may also partially protect you from getting infected.”  

o Officials have mentioned this possibility before, but it has not been a point of 

emphasis for the administration’s health experts in their public comments. 

o Birx travelled to Dallas with Vice President Mike Pence to talk with state officials 

about why they believe they have seen a major spike in Covid-19 cases in the last 

two weeks. 

o Birx said she was there to encourage younger people to wear masks, “and if 

they’re interacting with their parents and grandparents, they should wear a mask 

then too because we know now how many of them are asymptomatic.” 

• US Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar said Sunday that a rise in deaths 

and hospitalizations due to Covid-19 in the coming weeks are “appropriate to be 

concerned about.”  

o Azar told CNN that while fatalities and hospitalizations are at “two month lows,” 

there is an increase in hospitalizations across the Southern states. 

o When asked if he was aware that an increase in hospitalization and fatality rates 

would lag behind an increase in positive cases, Azar said “those are certainly 

risks” and said that is why he is encouraging those who have “not exercised 

appropriate social distancing” in the last couple of weeks should wear face 

coverings and get tested.  

• Vice President Mike Pence spoke with the nation's governors during a call regarding the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

o According to a readout of the call, Pence "discussed best practices with our 

Nation’s governors on limiting the COVID-19 spread while keeping America 

open, including encouraging Americans to adhere to state and local guidelines and 

to wear face coverings when social distancing cannot be maintained.” 

o Dr. Deborah Birx, who joined the call from New Mexico, discussed 

“implementing tailored adjustments to reopening plans based on data, ensuring 

adequate hospital surge capacity, protecting the most vulnerable especially 

nursing home residents, deploying increased testing and resources to hot spots, 

and encouraging citizens follow social distancing guidelines.” 

o The readout echoes what many of the task force officials said at the task force 

briefing last Friday. 
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• White House economic adviser Larry Kudlow tells CNBC he’s not currently worried 

that Covid-19 spikes in parts of the U.S. will derail the economy, but the administration is 

“scouring the numbers as best we can.” 

o States pausing reopening plans are doing the right thing, he says 

o On possibly extending the $600/week in extra unemployment benefits beyond 

July, Kudlow says “we are looking at a lot of options” 

o “Our main goal, hopefully, is to get people to get re-employed. Re-employment is 

absolutely essential and we want to give them perhaps a boost, a benefit for 

reemployment,” Kudlow says, adding that President Trump continues to push for 

a payroll tax holiday 

o Many businesses say it would be hard to rehire if the additional unemployment 

benefit remains: Kudlow 

o Separately, Kudlow tells reporters at the White House he still expects there to be 

an in-person G-7 gathering this year 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci told state governors they shouldn’t take “an all or nothing approach” 

to public health measures amid the pandemic, and those policies “should not get in the 

way of the freedoms Americans enjoy,” according to a White House summary of a call 

held by Vice President Mike Pence on Monday. 

o Pence also discussed encouraging Americans to wear masks when social 

distancing isn’t possible, White House says 

Capitol Hill 

• Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer called on the Trump administration to extend 

the public health emergency declaration. 

o The Covid-19 related declaration is set to expire July 25, Schumer said.   

o "We are here because the clock is ticking," Schumer, the senior senator from New 

York, said. 

o If the declaration expires, New York could lose more than $1 billion, according to 

Schumer. 

• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell says people should be wearing masks to 

prevent the spread of the coronavirus as the U.S. finds a new “middle ground” during the 

pandemic until a vaccine is developed. 

o Nation needs to settle in somewhere between unsustainable lockdowns and what 

used to be “normal” life, McConnell says in opening floor comments 

o McConnell says it is common sense to wear a mask when in public near others to 

protect them 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCPAMMMB2SJN
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248866
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o Taking responsible “small steps” can help keep the U.S. stay on the offensive 

against the pandemic, he says 

• Senior Republican Sen. Lamar Alexander, who chairs the Senate HELP Committee, 

told CNN it would "help" if President Trump wore a mask because it would eliminate 

political stigma around doing so.   

o "If wearing masks is important and all the health experts tell us that it is in 

containing the disease in 2020, it would help if from time to time the President 

would wear one to help us get rid of this political debate that says if you’re for 

Trump, you don’t wear a mask, if you’re against Trump, you do," the Tennessee 

Republican told CNN. 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi backed having the government mandate the wearing of 

face masks or coverings to control the coronavirus, and she urged President Donald 

Trump to set a national example, noting “real men wear masks.” 

o “Be an example to the country and wear the mask,” Pelosi said on ABC’s “This 

Week.” “It’s not about protecting yourself. It’s about protecting others and their 

families.” 

o Pelosi said the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention avoided demanding or 

requiring face coverings as part of U..S. guidelines because they didn’t want to 

offend the president. 

• Rep. James Clyburn, chair of the House Select Subcmte on the Coronavirus Crisis, 

condemns Republicans for not wearing masks at a hearing on Friday. 

o Clyburn tells Rep.Steve Scalise, the panel’s top Republican, he will not recognize 

any member in a subcmte meeting or hearing unless the lawmaker is wearing a 

mask  

o Members who don’t want to wear a mask are welcome to participate remotely, 

Clyburn says in letter to Scalise  

• Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell will 

testify before the House Financial Services Committee tomorrow as part of an oversight 

hearing of the their agencies’ Covid-19 response, Ben Livesey reports. 

• The Senate Finance Committee scheduled a hearing tomorrow on the 2020 tax filing 

season and IRS Covid-19 recovery. IRS Commissioner Charles Rettig will testify. 

• The House Small Business Committee plans a hearing Wednesday to get an update 

from the Trump administration on the Economic Injury Disaster Loan Program and the 

effects of Covid-19. Small Business Administration Office of Disaster Assistance 

Associate Administrator James Rivera will testify. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247560
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB4161
https://coronavirus.house.gov/sites/democrats.coronavirus.house.gov/files/documents/2020-06-29.Clyburn%20to%20Scalise-Select%20Cmte.%20re%20Masks.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110839
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110839
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCCMDTT0AFB5
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/2020-filing-season-and-irs-covid-19-recovery
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/2020-filing-season-and-irs-covid-19-recovery
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3321
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• The Senate Appropriations Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee scheduled a 

hearing Thursday on Operation Warp Speed, the Trump administration’s program for 

accelerating development of a Covid-19 vaccine. NIH Director Francis Collins and CDC 

Director Robert Redfield will testify, along with Gary Disbrow, acting director for 

Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority at HHS. 

• The House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee will discuss anxiety, stress, 

and legislation to improve mental health during the Covid-19 pandemic tomorrow. 

• The Senate Foreign Relations Committee will examine Covid-19 and U.S. 

international pandemic response and prevention tomorrow. 

• The House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis plans a hearing Thursday 

on the Trump administration’s efforts to produce, stockpile, and distribute critical 

supplies. 

• The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee plans a hearing 

tomorrow to get an update on progress toward returning Americans to school and work 

during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

• The Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee holds a hearing tomorrow on 

the effects of Covid-19 on U.S. territories. 

• The Senate Indian Affairs Committee holds an oversight hearing Wednesday on native 

communities’ Covid-19 response and to discuss S. 3650, to deem employees of urban 

Indian organizations as part of the Public Health Service. 

• The House Small Business Economic Growth, Tax, and Capital Access 

Subcommittee holds a hearing Thursday on supply chain resiliency and the effects of 

Covid-19. 

• The House will consider H.R. 7301 would give additional assistance to renters, 

homeowners, and people experiencing homelessness during the Covid-19 pandemic. The 

measure would authorize about $194 billion in housing aid, expand moratoriums on 

foreclosures and evictions, authorize federal loans for rental property owners and 

mortgage servicers, and offer bankruptcy relief, among other provisions 

• In a letter circulated Monday, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said she has extended 

remote voting for the House chamber through Aug. 18 due to the pandemic. 

o The House of Representatives passed a rules change back in May to allow 

lawmakers to vote remotely. The change allowed the chamber to operate remotely 

for the first time in its more than 200-year history. 

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/review-of-operation-warp-speed-researching-manufacturing-and-distributing-a-safe_effective-coronavirus-vaccine
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110845
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-and-us-international-pandemic-preparedness-prevention-and-response-additional-perspectives
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110851
https://docs.house.gov/Committee/Calendar/ByEvent.aspx?EventID=110851
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/covid-19-update-on-progress-toward-safely-getting-back-to-work-and-back-to-school
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=9C66396D-76C9-4425-B7F4-45BF2E61B03F
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearing/oversight-hearing-evaluating-response-and-mitigation-covid-19-pandemic-native-communities
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearing/oversight-hearing-evaluating-response-and-mitigation-covid-19-pandemic-native-communities
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6824372979002769415
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3326
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6842224181639905290
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/15/politics/house-vote-covid-aid-3-trillion-remote-voting/index.html
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• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer sent a 

letter to Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell today calling for Republicans to 

negotiate for another round of Covid-19 relief.   

o "Americans need and deserve bold action now. We have overcome larger 

problems than the COVID-19 pandemic but not without powerful and effective 

actions by our government,” they wrote. "We are outraged that instead of holding 

bipartisan, bicameral negotiations during the June work period, you chose to 

prioritize the confirmation of right-wing judges and several Republican-led 

committees devoted precious time to chasing President Trump’s wild conspiracy 

theories." 

State/Local 

• Florida Governor Ron DeSantis said people in the 18-to-44 age group account for most 

of the rise in positive Covid-19 tests, with the 24-to-34 year old “by far” the leading 

group for new infections. 

o “It’s basically socializing,” DeSantis said at a Pensacola news conference as he 

dismissed suggestions the rise reflected opening the economy too soon. “Most of 

this is not because of people going to work, it’s because they’re being social.” 

o DeSantis said young people, who are at lower risk from the disease, should avoid 

gathering in large groups and then visiting restaurants or other venues where the 

infection can spread. 

• New York had the fewest daily deaths since the pandemic began in March, five on 

Saturday, as Governor Andrew Cuomo said he is now “afraid of the spread” from other 

states. 

o “We are one country and people travel and I’m afraid the infection rate in the 

other states will come back to New York and raise that rate again,” Cuomo said 

on NBC”s “Meet the Press.” 

o The governor said New York has plans to reopen schools, and the state will assess 

the infection rate and “what the disease is doing” before making a decision on a 

date. “If this continues across the country,” Cuomo said, “kids are going to be 

home for a long time.” 

• U.S. testing for the coronavirus increased 2% to 30.4 million as of Saturday, according to 

data collected by Johns Hopkins University; That’s above the 1.7% daily average of the 

past week. California reported the most tests, at 3.86 million or 9.8% of the population, 

while Idaho has tested just 4.7% of its population, the lowest rate in the nation. About 

9.3% of the U.S. has been tested, based on Census Bureau estimates. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCMWN1DWRGG2
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• Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson said the state has slowed the process of reopening 

its economy as new cases surface, and won’t move to the next phase until getting the 

current wave of infections under control. 

o “We are in effect on pause. We continue to move our economy, and that’s 

important to be able to go into the future, both handling the virus and living life 

• Washington state paused its staged reopening, citing rising cases and concerns about 

continued spread of the virus, Governor Jay Inslee said in a statement. The decision stops 

eight counties from entering the final step of the four-phase reopening. 

o “Phase 4 would mean a return to normal activity and we can’t do that now,” 

Inslee said. “This is an evolving situation and we will continue to make decisions 

based on the data.” 

o A move to the final step, especially in terms of the size of gatherings and 

occupancy rates, “could further increase the spread” even in areas with low 

infection rates, Health Secretary John Wiesman said. The state has 31,404 cases. 

• Caesars Entertainment Corp., the owner of Caesars Palace and other casinos, said an 

employee died after testing positive for Covid-19 and a “small number” of workers who 

came in close proximity with the person have been put on paid leave. 

o “We are not aware that any of these individuals have tested positive,” the 

company said in a statement. 

• After a month of protest-related curfews, a town outside of Houston is imposing a 

curfew starting Saturday to stem the rapidly rising number of Covid-19 cases. The curfew 

in Galena Park will run from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m., Mayor Esmeralda Moya tweeted. 

o “It is crucial to continue to practice good hygiene, stay home as much as possible, 

avoid unnecessary trips, gatherings, and wear a face-covering at all times when 

you leave your home,” Moya said in a statement reported by KHOU-TV. The 

town has 10,000 residents. 

• Governor Greg Abbott issued a sweeping order to close taverns and force restaurants to 

limit occupancy to 50%, among other measures. The steps were applauded by 

Democratic city and county leaders who have been at loggerheads with the Republican 

governor for weeks over his decision to reopen the state’s economy. 

o Bars and nightclubs “were just out of control. Not all of them but some of them,” 

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner said during a media briefing. Closing them “is a 

very positive step in the right direction.” 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB550
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• Florida Governor Ron DeSantis dismissed the need for major changes in his plans to 

reopen after the state reported record new cases. Asked why he isn’t implementing new 

measures, DeSantis responded: “Like what?” 

o The governor said earlier Friday the state banned on-premises bar drinking and he 

took steps to secure nursing homes. DeSantis, a Republican who has mimicked 

President Donald Trump’s lack of concern about the pandemic, showed no sign 

he was willing to reverse course seven weeks after reopening began. He said the 

growing number of young people getting the disease was an optimistic sign. 

o “As you see the cases shift younger, that’s not going to be as significant clinically 

as if you have nursing home outbreaks or outbreaks among elderly who are going 

to be more vulnerable,” he said. 

• San Francisco will delay reopening businesses including salons and outdoor bars on 

Monday because of a rapid rise in cases, Mayor London Breed said. The city saw 103 

infections Thursday, up from 20 when outdoor dining and in-store retail resumed June 

15, she said. 

o “At our current rate, the number could double rapidly,” Breed said in a tweet. “If 

that continues & we don’t intervene, we’ll be at such a high number that our only 

option would be to shut down 

• Texas, where new infections are spiking, will get a two-week extension of federal 

support for five coronavirus testing sites, Brett Giroir, the assistant secretary of the 

Department of Health and Human Services, said in an statement. 

o A five-member team from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is 

headed to Alabama to help as the state health department grapples with 

widespread community transmission. Alabama sought help from the team of 

epidemiologists. 

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo is offering help to Arizona, Texas and Florida -- 

where cases are surging -- as state hospitalizations drop to a low. Those states’ “course 

was incorrect,” he said. 

o Cuomo said 1.3% of the state’s tests are coming back positive, the lowest rate in 

the country. At the height of the virus, New York had 50% positivity rate. 

• Florida suspended consumption of alcohol at bars across the state effective immediately, 

the state’s first major policy shift in response to a surge in Covid-19 cases this month. 

o The office of Governor Ron DeSantis confirmed the move in an email Friday. 

• Jacksonville, Florida, will not be closing its beaches for the Fourth of July holiday, 

Nikki Kimbleton, the city's spokesperson, announced on Monday.  



 
  

COVID-19 6/29 UPDATE 
 

o Kimbleton said the city will still hold their annual Fourth of July fireworks 

display this year. The city will offer six different locations for people to watch the 

fireworks so that social distancing guidelines will remain in place.  

• Jacksonville, Florida, announced on Monday it will be adopting a mandatory face mask 

requirement for public and indoor locations, according to a tweet from the city.  

o The order is expected to go into effect at 5 p.m. ET today.  

o The city joins other parts of the state including Palm Beach County which 

approved a motion last week to require all residents to wear face masks in public 

places when social distancing is not possible. Hillsborough, Orange and Miami-

Dade counties also approved similar mandates. 

• Monroe County, along with all municipalities in the Florida Keys, will be closing 

beaches beginning at 5 p.m. on July 2, through the morning of Tuesday, July 7, according 

to Monroe County Public Information Officer Kristen Livengood. 

o The city of Key West said in a statement that its beach closure is being done “to 

avoid large crowds gathering during this Covid-19 pandemic. The closure 

dovetails with that of Monroe County’s beaches to help send a clear message of 

safety.” 

o In that statement, Key West city officials added that “masks are required inside 

establishments, though they can be removed – once you’re seated – to eat in a 

complying restaurant. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said the federal government abandoned its 

responsibility in fighting the coronavirus.  

o “It is time to wake up America. The White House has been in denial on 

coronavirus from the get-go and the federal response has just been wrong. That’s 

not a political statement. If you look at the facts, that’s exactly what it says," 

Cuomo said. 

o Cuomo asked President Trump to do two things: 

o Sign an executive order directing everyone to wear a mask akin to what New 

York did two months ago. 

o To wear a mask. “Let the president lead by example and let the president put a 

mask on it," Cuomo said. 

o “They should start telling the people of this country the truth,” Cuomo said. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo noted two complications that have appeared in New 

York City as it moves toward phase three of reopening next Monday that may cause a 

delay in allowing indoor dining. 

o According to Cuomo, these include: 
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o A lack of compliance with social distancing, large congregations and a lack of 

enforcement from local government officials. Cuomo said the lack of social 

distancing in the city has been "undeniable." 

o The spread of Covid-19 across the nation. Cuomo noted that New York City is 

not immune to having cases brought into the state from other parts of the country. 

• Beaches in Miami, Fort Lauderdale and Palm Beach, popular with residents and 

tourists, will be closed Fourth of July weekend as officials keep a cautious eye on the 

rapidly rising number of new coronavirus cases in Florida. 

o Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Gimenez says all beaches and parks in the 

county will close from Friday, July 3, through Tuesday, July 7. He warned the 

closure could be extended if conditions don't improve and people don't follow 

rules designed to curb the spread of the coronavirus. 

o Beaches in Palm Beach County, Florida, will also be closed for the Fourth of July 

weekend, Mayor Dave Kerner said. 

• Citing the increasing number of Covid-19 cases in California, Gov. Gavin Newsom 

ordered bars closed in seven counties including Los Angeles County. 

o The other counties: Fresno, Imperial, Kern, Kings, San Joaquin and Tulare. 

• New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy said Monday the state “must hit pause” on the 

resumption of indoor dining, which was set to resume Thursday. 

o “Under our revised plan indoor dining will now be reset to resume at a later date 

to be determined," Murphy said. 

o The state does not want to experience spikes similar to what has been happening 

across the US. The governor said it brings him “no joy” to do this. 

• Vermont Gov. Phil Scott said he does not want to issue a mask mandate right now. 

o Speaking at a news conference, Scott said enforcement has proven difficult in 

states that have made masks mandatory. He said he instead wanted to focus on 

education and guidance to get more people wearing face coverings and maintain 

physical distancing. 

• Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf commended officials in Allegheny County on Sunday for 

shutting down on-premises alcohol sales at bars and restaurants due to “significant 

Covid-19 case increases over the past few days” in the area, according to a press release 

from Wolf’s office. 

International 

• Singapore is distributing a digital contact-tracing device to people who don't use 

smartphones, as part of the city-state's efforts to contain coronavirus. 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/28/us/florida-coronavirus-miami-beaches/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/28/health/us-coronavirus-sunday/index.html
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o The TraceTogether Tokens are aimed at vulnerable seniors who aren't digitally 

connected but are at higher risk from coronavirus, according to a statement from 

the Smart Nation and Digital Government Office (SNDGO). 

o Distribution started on Sunday and the tokens aim to protect people without 

smartphones in the same way as the existing TraceTogether app, which uses 

Bluetooth to alert users if they have been in contact with someone who has tested 

positive for coronavirus. 

• The World Health Organization reported almost 190,000 new cases for the 24-hour 

period through early Sunday, a week after the previous one-day high. 

o Cases from the Americas accounted for 62% of the 189,077 new infections, 

followed by 13% from Southeast Asia and 8.8% from Europe, according to the 

report from the United Nations agency based in Geneva. 

o The U.S. and Brazil, together, represented 49% of all new infections. The WHO 

report showed 9.84 million cases, a total that lags behind tallies from John 

Hopkins University, which showed more than 10 million cases on Sunday 

• Myanmar is extending until July 15 virus measures and directives to prevent the spread 

of the virus from inbound travelers and within the country, according to a statement 

Saturday by the Central Committee on Covid-19 Control. 

• Greece will require all arriving international travelers to fill in a passenger location form 

at least 48 hours before check-in, the Civil Aviation Authority said Saturday. The 

requirement is being introduced ahead of the resumption of inbound flights to all Greek 

airports starting Wednesday. The measure is in effect until Aug. 31 and is part of efforts 

to stop the spread of the coronavirus, the Authority said. 

• Greece says it will extend an already existing ban on direct flights from the UK as the 

country gets ready to further open up travel starting July 1. 

o The Greek government in a meeting today decided to extend the ban until July 15. 

The current ban was due to end July 1. Direct flights from Sweden will also not 

be allowed until July 15. 

• Peru will lift quarantine measures for most of the country starting Wednesday, easing 

one of the world’s strictest lockdowns as it faces a severe economic slide. The state of 

emergency will remain in effect until July 31, according to a government decree late 

Friday. 

o Children and the elderly continue to face restrictions and borders will remain 

closed. Severe lockdown measures imposed in mid-March included soldiers on 

the streets to enforce stay-at-home measures. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QCLAJIDWRGG1
https://busquedas.elperuano.pe/normaslegales/decreto-supremo-que-establece-las-medidas-que-debe-observar-decreto-supremo-no-116-2020-pcm-1869114-1/
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• The European Union moved closer to recommending that travelers from the U.S. 

shouldn’t be allowed to enter the bloc after July 1, according to a draft list being 

considered by officials. 

o EU diplomats have mostly agreed that travelers from 18 countries, including 

Canada and South Korea, should be allowed into the EU because the domestic 

level of new Covid-19 cases meets the bloc’s criteria, according to a copy of the 

list seen by Bloomberg. 

o Twelve other countries are still being considered, according to the copy. The U.S. 

isn’t on the list. Discussion is continuing and the list could still change. 

Other 

• Washington Nationals infielder Ryan Zimmerman and pitcher Joe Ross have 

announced they will not play in the 2020 Major League Baseball season due to health 

concerns amid the coronavirus outbreak, the team confirmed.  

o In a statement released by the Nationals on Monday, Mike Rizzo, the team’s 

General Manager, announced the decision saying, “Ryan Zimmerman and Joe 

Ross have decided not to participate in the 2020 season for the personal health 

and safety of themselves and their loved ones. We are one hundred percent 

supportive of their decision to not play this year. We will miss their presence in 

the clubhouse and their contributions on the field.” 

• MTV's Video Music Awards will be held at the Barclays Center in Brooklyn on August 

30, New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo just announced. 

• Broadway performances in New York City will be suspended through the rest of the 

year due to Covid-19, the Broadway league announced in a press release. 

o The league is offering refunds and exchanges for tickets purchased for all 

performances through Jan. 3, 2021, it said. 

• The National Basketball Association and NBA Players Association announced 5.3% of 

players have tested positive for Covid-19 and will remain in isolation until meeting 

“public health protocols for discontinuing isolation” and are cleared by a doctor. Of 302 

players tested, 16 were positive, according to a statement. The positive rate is slightly 

below the 6.1% national seven-day average, according to data from Johns Hopkins 

University. 

• Gilead Sciences Inc. said it will charge the U.S. government and other developed 

countries $390 per vial for its coronavirus-fighting drug remdesivir, or about $2,340 for a 

typical five-day course of treatment. 



 
  

COVID-19 6/29 UPDATE 
 

• A surge in cases that has seen record numbers of new U.S. cases in recent days is likely 

to continue for weeks after states moved too soon to reopen their economies, two of the 

leading U.S. public health experts said yesterday. The warnings by Tom Frieden, 

director of the Centers for Disease Control from 2009 to 2017, and Scott Gottlieb, 

former commissioner of the FDA, came as a poll showed confidence in how the U.S. is 

dealing with Covid-19 has fallen. 

• Alaska Airlines, American Airlines, Delta Air Lines, Hawaiian Airlines, JetBlue 

Airways, Southwest Airlines, United Airlines will require passengers to complete a 

health acknowledgment during the check-in process, the industry trade group Airlines for 

America says in statement. 

o Health forms cover three areas: assurance that the passenger will wear a face 

covering; assurance that the passenger is not experiencing a temperature, 

coughing, shortness of breath; assurance that the passenger has not had close 

contact with someone who tested positive or had symptoms of COVID-19 in the 

last 14 days 

• American Airlines said it would sell flights to capacity starting July 1, abandoning caps 

on passenger loads that were designed to promote social distancing amid the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

o Customers still will be notified when they’re booked on crowded flights and can 

move their reservations at no cost, the airline said in a statement last Friday. 

Starting tomorrow, American also will ask customers to certify that they have 

been free of Covid-19 symptoms for the previous 14 days. 

• Major League Baseball revealed Monday a sampling of the unique on-field rules and 

procedures teams will adhere to starting this week. Players and staff are required to report 

to their teams this Wednesday. 

• Cirque du Soleil, the Montreal-based entertainment company and one of the largest 

circus companies in the world, has announced it will file for bankruptcy protection in 

Canada and the US, according to a statement on the company’s website. 

o As part of their restructuring plans, the troupe plans to fire about 3,480 previously 

furloughed employees following the halt in revenue caused by the government-

mandated shutdowns in response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
 
 
 


